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WOMEN IN MOTION 2012
Choreography by: Laurie Berg, Rachel Cohen .
Dancers:  Laurie Berg with Bessie McDonough-
Thayer
Rachel Cohen with Alisa Fendley Remi Harris,
Rebecca Ketchum and Masumi Kishimoto.
Set design by: Racoco .
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 REVIEW: WOMEN IN MOTION 2012

Silly Serves
a Purpose
Women in Motion
use absurdity to get
serious

By QUINN BATSON
Offoffoff.com

Absurdity rules the 2012
Women in Motion show,
the dance segment of the
13th annual estrogenius
festival. Estrogen genius
fuels both choreographies presented.

Laurie Berg and Bessie McDonough-Thayer play with invisibility,
blind synchronicity and zesty tunes from the sixties and eighties,
in Permission to Fail. A perky Coca-Cola jingle almost fails to
rouse the two, who remain faceless and mostly seated in form-
fitting black outfits that are hooded front and back. They refuse to
enthuse, teasing us occasionally with little bursts of activity that
usually end in flopping. These little movement segments are fluid
and impressively synched, given the blackout headgear they wear.
They play with, and usually against, the music, occasionally
making points, while they stay almost invisible against the black
floor and black back curtain. It is an amusing anti-performance,
cleverly minimal but hardly empty. When they finally unmask
themselves, it is not a "tada" moment but a deadpan presentation
— a sort of 'What, you expect us to smile? Not. We will continue
to be invisible and thoughtful with or without hoods.'

Rachel Cohen and her
company Racoco make a
much bigger production
of thoughtful absurdity,
using almost every sort
and weight of wood

Paulinho da
Viola Concert
Brazil's Greatest
Living Sambista!
First Appearance
at Carnegie Hall
carnegiehall.org/LatinA…

Summer Theatre
Intensive
Professional
theatre training for
the budding
Broadway Star
NYCinLI.com

http://www.offoffoff.com/dance
http://www.kaboommovie.com/
http://www.kaboommovie.com/newsletter/index.php
javascript:submitForm()
http://www.amazon.com/Notorious-New-Jersey-Mobsters-Scoundrels/dp/0813541778/
http://www.amazon.com/Game-Boys-Professional-Videogamings-Basement/dp/0670018961/
http://www.offoffoff.com/art/
http://www.offoffoff.com/film/
http://www.offoffoff.com/music/
http://www.offoffoff.com/radiotv/
http://www.offoffoff.com/theater/
http://www.offoffoff.com/city/
http://www.offoffoff.com/etc/
http://www.offoffoff.com/opinion/
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/
http://www.offoffoff.com/
http://www.offoffoff.com/about/
http://www.offoffoff.com/about/contact.php3
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/archive.php3
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2011/awardstars.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2009/akiko_furukawa.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2011/waltersandwolcottalley.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/baadasswomensfestival.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/bananapeeldancedinnerparty.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2010/thebarnardproject2010.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/batshevahora.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2011/belindamcguire.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2010/bennyroyce_royon.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/bloomcity.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2011/brianbrooks.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/brianbrooksmovingcompany2012.php
http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/burrjohnson.php
javascript:void(0)
http://www.offoffoff.com/about/bio/quinnbatson37.php
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C_shhoiSnUOXPLqrW0AHl1IHIBYahu4kDjsqcgkuWs6PbhwEQASCUx9IDKARQ2ePGkPv_____AWDJxqmLwKTYD6AB-v3D3wPIAQGoAwHIA98EqgSJAU_QQcpFo9_NbQS39P9NNUkRNOF0Kl9D2OPbX9ISefB5Al-QOJ0bJTW7s13bSXcE-0ZbtIkRdCwuFQsHQWiHzXBPaW_L6z7DwkHR1tPcOlWAEcQ-OSqrqxljt9QalRlfKgXMTrNJS3eCDZfaNYokf3ewFIY1Zb1LV_34CFtHk8fPWH0AVCdKipDO&num=1&sig=AOD64_0U7DvVTn8Evab0bWkGpmyK2_MB1g&client=ca-pub-3507551855913717&adurl=http://www.carnegiehall.org/Calendar/2012/11/28/0800/PM/Paulinho-da-Viola/%3FsourceCode%3D14714
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CKeE2oiSnUOXPLqrW0AHl1IHIBbTg2_8ChNXy30HAjbcBEAIglMfSAygEUMTy8bD9_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwHIA98EqgSDAU_QUZVYo9zNbQS39P9NNUkRNOF0Kl9D2OPbX9ISefB5Al-QOJ0bJTW7s13bSXcE-0ZbtIkRdCwuFQsHQWiHzXBPaW_L6z7DwkHR1tPcOlWAEcQ-OSqrqxljt9QalRlfKgXMTrNJSx-DyVMwMGHPucVZ4obdbguOV_34AFuThsJjhaow&num=2&sig=AOD64_2-wU5UB4tHniHevJVxlmpZzJlcrQ&client=ca-pub-3507551855913717&adurl=http://www.NYCinLI.com
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/womeninmotion2012.php%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-3507551855913717%26ai0%3DC_shhoiSnUOXPLqrW0AHl1IHIBYahu4kDjsqcgkuWs6PbhwEQASCUx9IDKARQ2ePGkPv_____AWDJxqmLwKTYD6AB-v3D3wPIAQGoAwHIA98EqgSJAU_QQcpFo9_NbQS39P9NNUkRNOF0Kl9D2OPbX9ISefB5Al-QOJ0bJTW7s13bSXcE-0ZbtIkRdCwuFQsHQWiHzXBPaW_L6z7DwkHR1tPcOlWAEcQ-OSqrqxljt9QalRlfKgXMTrNJS3eCDZfaNYokf3ewFIY1Zb1LV_34CFtHk8fPWH0AVCdKipDO%26ai1%3DCKeE2oiSnUOXPLqrW0AHl1IHIBbTg2_8ChNXy30HAjbcBEAIglMfSAygEUMTy8bD9_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwHIA98EqgSDAU_QUZVYo9zNbQS39P9NNUkRNOF0Kl9D2OPbX9ISefB5Al-QOJ0bJTW7s13bSXcE-0ZbtIkRdCwuFQsHQWiHzXBPaW_L6z7DwkHR1tPcOlWAEcQ-OSqrqxljt9QalRlfKgXMTrNJSx-DyVMwMGHPucVZ4obdbguOV_34AFuThsJjhaow%26ai2%3DCFPCBoiSnUOXPLqrW0AHl1IHIBdDiqZICiImV4gHAjbcBEAMglMfSAygEUNGigvv8_____wFgycapi8Ck2A_IAQGoAwHIA98EqgSFAU_QEYEro93NbQS39P9NNUkRNOF0Kl9D2OPbX9ISefB5Al-QOJ0bJTW7s13bSXcE-0ZbtIkRdCwuFQsHQWiHzXBPaW_L6z7DwkHR1tPcOlWAEcQ-OSqrqxljt9QalRlfKgXMTrNJS3eCDb_b9mbPuXCwFDPckwhKqv489ViDZsTfuHvYV1c%26ai3%3DCPU94oiSnUOXPLqrW0AHl1IHIBYLYi7UBqq_7rhTAjbcBEAQglMfSAygEUIGlyiBgycapi8Ck2A-gAd-6_f4DyAEBqAMByAPfBKoEggFP0BGnJaPazW0Et_T_TTVJETThdCpfQ9jj21_SEnnweQJfkDidGyU1u7Nd20l3BPtGW7SJEXQsLhULB0Foh81wT2lvy-s-w8JB0dbT3DpVgBHEPjkqq6sZY7fUGpUZXyoFzE6zSUsfg8lTMDBhz7nFWeKG3W4Ljlf9-ABbk4bCWo45&usg=AFQjCNH0SROcNFcrIl-lLM36dOa2WR7iqw
rachels_old_files
Text Box

rachels_old_files
Text Box

rachels_old_files
Text Box



11/17/12 12:54 AM* OFFOFFOFF dance review WOMEN IN MOTION 2012 by Laurie Berg, Rac… Alisa Fendley Remi Harris, Rebecca Ketchum and Masumi Kishimoto

Page 2 of 4http://www.offoffoff.com/dance/2012/womeninmotion2012.php

 SCHEDULE
TBG Theater
November 14 and 17, 2012

 

Chunky Move: Faker 
Chunky Move: Mortal

Engine  
Cool NY 2011 
Cool NY 2012 
The Current Sessions:

Volume 1 
Dance Gallery Festival 
Dance Gallery Festival

2012 
Dance Sampler 2 
DanceNow 2011 
DanceNow 2011 Two 
Dancenow 2012 
David Appel and

Daniela Hoff: Take Root 
Dumbo Dance 2010 
Dumbo Dance 2011 
Dumbo Dance Festival

2012 
Fall for Dance 2010 
Faye Driscoll: There is

so much mad in me 
Faye Driscoll: You r Me 
Festival Twenty Ten 
Festival Twenty Ten Too
FLICfest 2012 
Fresh Tracks 2010 
Fresh Tracks 2011 
Gallim: Sit, Kneel, Stand
Gerald Casel: Fluster

and Plot 
Gotham Dance Sampler

1 
Green Space: 

Take Root 
HATCHed WAX: two to

view 
Heather Olson: Shy

Showoff 
Hilary Easton: The

Constructors 
Hurricane Party 
Jenni Hong: Mach.com 
Jody Oberfelder: The

Soldier's Tale 
John Jasperse: Canyon 
Jonathan Pratt 
Julian Barnett: Sound

Memory 
Julie Bour: Why Now? 
Katie Workum:

Fruitlands 
Katie Workum:

Herkimer Diamonds 
Keigwin+Company 2012 
kerPlunk and Friends 
Kidd Pivot: Dark

Matters  
Kota Yamazaki: Rays of

Space 
Kyle Abraham:

imaginable, from playing-
card-thin clappers to a
healthy length of heavy
timber, in I Would. There

is a Medieval, knightly quality to this whole endeavor, an
earnestness that never falters, in this "story about Self,
Determination and Self-Determination as told through Dance and
Woodworking." Elaborate and ridiculous structures and suits of
armor, often assembled while we watch, fill the stage. The dancers
— Cohen, Alisa Fendlley, Remi Harris, Rebecca Ketchum and
Masumi Kishimoto — are all impressive and intelligent movers,
even as they enter squat-walking like human ducks, a single
finger held aloft as an antenna or personal mini-flag. In the hands
of lesser performers, this setup could fail miserably, but these five
thrive. Cohen is king to her knights and clearly holds court as
things begin, but by the end, each warrior is ready for her own
coronation, in a ring of her peers with flower-hands all around,
like some '40s musical extravaganza. It is charming and even
surprisingly touching, and every bit of absurdity makes sense by
the end.
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